A quick method for obtaining lymph-borne dendritic macrophages from rats.
After conventional cannulation of the thoracic duct (cisterna chyli) of rats, the mesenteric nodes were frozen solid by the application of solid carbon dioxide and a metal probe that had been cooled to the temperature of liquid nitrogen. This procedure destroyed the functional integrity of the node so that peripheral intestinal lymph, rich in dendritic macrophages flowed, unaltered, into the thoracic duct. In this way peripheral intestinal lymph could be collected immediately and the time-consuming and expensive two-stage procedure of conventional surgical lymphadenectomy was avoided.